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Study Guide 

Chapter One

1) The book begins with a metaphor. What are the dreams of men compared to? How are they different from the dreams of women? Who doesn’t get disappointed?

2) Janie has come back to town after doing what and to whom? 

3) What are the porch sitters compared to? What can you infer from their description? 

4) What is the effect of Hurston’s extensive use of figurative language in the opening pages? Is it hard to understand? 

5) What is the function of the porch in this chapter? 

6) The author makes a big deal about Janie’s black rope of hair. What might her hair symbolize? 

7) What do we know about Janie’s life since she left town? 

8) What is the metaphor used at the end of the chapter? What effect does it have on the mood of the story? 

Chapter Two

9) Janie’s life is a “great tree in a leaf.” What could this mean? 

10) What can you infer about Janie from the descriptions of her early life? 

11) What are the most important things to Nanny? 
12) What does the pear tree represent? 

13) What kind of tree is Nanny compared to? What does this tell us about her character? 

14) Compare Nanny’s vision of the white man to her vision of the role of the black woman. 

15) What does Hurston mean when she says, “Us colored folks is branches without roots”? 

16) Why does Nanny say she is a “cracked plate”? What is Janie’s response? 

Chapter Three

17) Why does Hurston start the chapter, “There are years that ask questions and years that answer”? What do you think she is going to do in this chapter? 

18) Discuss Nanny’s attitude toward love. How could love be a “prong” that black women get “hung on”? 

19) Why is Nanny so sold on Logan Killicks? 

20) Describe the tone surrounding Nanny’s death. 

Chapter Four 

21) What can you infer about Janie and Logan’s marriage from the mule-buying episode? 

22) Why does Hurston repeat Joe’s “big voice” wish? 

23) If Joe does not “represent sun-up and pollen and blooming trees, but he spoke for a far horizon,” why does Janie go with him? 

24) What does the apron symbolize? 

25) How does Hurston use the porch at the end of the chapter? Why do you think she keeps using this image? 

Chapter Five 

26) What are your predictions for Janie’s new marriage? How does it differ from her first? How is it similar? 

27) Describe Lee Coker and Amos Hicks. What can we infer about them? 
28) Joe is the king of the porch in this chapter. Where is Janie while Joe entertains the crowd? What is he talking about? How is he talking? 

29) Why doesn’t Jody allow Janie to speak on the porch and what does Janie do? 

30) Why do the townspeople turn on Joe in this chapter? What are some symbols of his power? 
Chapter Six

31) What is the effect of dialect in this chapter? Do you find it funny or offensive? 

32) What does Joe make Janie wear now? Why? What could this symbolize?  
33) How is Matt Bonner being teased and how does he respond? 

34) How does Hurston personify the mule in this scene? 
35) Summarize what the men are arguing about. Why do you think they would choose this as a subject? 

36) What compliment does Janie give Joe when he “frees” the mule? What could the mule symbolize? 

37) What is your reaction to Jody’s comment, “Somebody got to think for women and chillum and chickens and cows”? 

Chapter Seven

38) What makes Janie stand up to Jody in public? What has changed? 

39) How does Jody react when Janie says “you look lak de change uh life”? 

Chapter Eight 

40) Janie has already embarrassed and humiliated Jody publicly, so why does she say she doesn’t want to hurt him? What can we infer about her character? 

41) Does Janie kill Jody? Defend your answer with examples from the text. 

42) How does Janie and Joe’s final conversation represent their life together? 

43) What does Janie do in the final paragraph of the chapter, before she goes out to talk to the town about Jody’s death? 

Chapter  9

1) Describe Janie’s inside and outside during the funeral.

2) What does Janie do with her head rags and hair in this chapter? 

3)  How is the creation of man explained? What is our purpose here? How does this apply to Janie? 

4) Why does Janie decide that she hates Nanny? 

Chapter 10

5) What happens between Janie and Tea Cake when he first comes in the store? How is he different from the other men? 

6) Tea Cake’s real name is Verigible, which could be a dialect form of veritable. What does veritable mean and what does this tell us about Tea Cake? 

7) Why would Janie be distrustful of Tea Cake for a moment? What calms her? 

Chapter 11

8) How does Janie feel when Tea Cake brings her fishing? 

9) What can you infer about Tea Cake and the hair combing scene? Do you think that he may be able to give Janie her pear tree? 

10) Tea Cake tells Janie, “Have de nerve tuh say whut you mean,” what is the impact on Janie? How doe you feel about it? 

Chapter 12

11) Whose voice does Hurston begin this chapter with? How does it help characterize the community? 

12) What is the significance of Janie’s saying, “Ah ain’t grievin’ so why do Ah hafta mourn?” What kinds of conflicts appear in this chapter? 

13) Do you trust Tea Cake? Does the town? Why or why not? 

14) Define “class off.” Who did it and how? 

15) How does Hurston use Phoeby in this chapter? How is she used in the rest of the book? Why? 

Chapter 13

16) How has Janie ended her other marriages? How does this wedding compare to the others? 

17) How does Janie deal with her $200.00? What does Phoeby tell her to do? 

18) What is the purpose of the alligator image?

19) Tea Cake spends the money. What is your reaction? What is Janie’s? 

20) What is Janie’s reaction to Tea Cake’s gambling? 

21) Why are they on the move again at the end of the chapter? How does Janie feel about it? Why don’t they stay put? 

Chapter 14

1) Tea Cake wants Janie to learn how to shoot a pistol, a shotgun, and a rifle. Why? What is Janie’s response? What is the tone of this section? 

2) How do folks on the Muck think about the future? What are Tea Cake’s thoughts? Janie’s? 

3) How do Janie’s clothes begin to change in this chapter? What could this symbolize? 

4) Compare the community of the Muck to that in Eatonville. 

Chapter 15

5) Who is Nunkie? What happens in this chapter? 

6) Why do you think Hurston would include this here? 

7) Why is Tea Cake ashamed and why does Janie hit him? 

Chapter 16

8) Mrs. Turner is clearly very prejudiced. What is ironic about this? What is Janie’s reaction? 

9) Why does Mrs. Turner like Janie? Why doesn’t she like Tea Cake? 

10) Why does Hurston call Mr. Turner’s laugh “powerless”? How is he characterized? 

11) Why do you think Hurston would include such an unlikable and offensive character? 

Chapter 17 

12) Why does Tea Cake beat Janie? How do the other people react? Does this surprise you? 

13) What happens at Mrs. Turner’s? Who arranges it? Why? 

14)  At the end of the chapter, what happens with Coodemay and Sterrett? Why do you think Hurston shows us this? 

Chapter 18

15) What kinds of foreshadowing occur at the beginning of this chapter? Why is everyone hesitant to believe it? 

16) What assumption does Tea Cake make based on race? What is ironic about this? 

17) Lake Okechobee is compared to a monster. What similar comparisons have been made throughout the book? 

18)  “Six eyes were questioning God.” What is significant about that line? 

19)  How does Janie justify her decisions to  with Tea Cake? 

20)  We see the title of the book appear now. What does it mean? Why are they watching? 

21)  What happens with Motor Boat? What could he symbolize?

22)  List three images that Hurston uses to show the horror of the storm. 

23) What happens to Tea Cake when he tries to save Janie? 

24)  What compliment does Janie give Tea Cake when they have reached safety? 

Chapter 19

25) “Him-with-the-square-toes” is mentioned again. Who is he? When was the last time we saw him? 

26)  The two white men call Tea Cake “Jim”, what could this be referring to? 

27)  “Death had found them watching, trying to see beyond seeing.” What does this mean? 

28) What does Hurston have to say about race when she discusses buring those who died? How does Tea Cake respond to this?  

29) What happened to Motor Boat? What is ironic about this? 

30)  What are some of the symptoms of Tea Cake’s illness? What does the Doctor conclude is wrong?  What must Janie do? 

31)  Tea Cake is becoming delirious with sickness, what makes him angry at Janie? 

32) What does Tea Cake keep under his pillow? What could this foreshadow? 

33) Summarize what happens to Tea Cake. 

34) Describe the jury. How does Janie feel about those in the courtroom? 

35)  How do the other black people treat Janie in the courtroom? 

36) What is the verdict in Janie’s case? Who are the voices Janie hears later?

37)  How is Tea Cake described at his funeral? What significance could this have during the Harlem Renaissance? 

Chapter 20

38) What do we return to in this chapter? Is this an effective move?

39) What does Janie want Phoeby to tell the others? Do you agree with this? 

40) How has the story affected Phoeby? 

41) What is Janie’s point of view at the end of the chapter? 

42) Discuss the tone of the last paragraph and the last line of the novel. How do you feel about the way the book ends?  
