American Literature
 Final exam Study Guide

Native American Oral Tradition- including:
-When Grizzlies Walked Upright and The Earth on Turtles Back
-Important Aspects of Puritanism and its effects on the early Americans
-Of Plymouth Plantation-William Bradford
-The Great Awakening
-Sinners in the Hands of an Angry God-Jonathan Edwards
-Speech in the Virginia Commons-Patrick Henry
-Rhetorical strategies used in different situations
-Persuasive essay writing
-The Declaration of Independence
-The contradictory nature of America, focusing on the early Americans
-The Interesting Narrative of Olaudah Equiano
-The Age of Reason (The Enlightenment)
-Be prepared to discuss the differences between the Age of Reason and the Great Awakening
-All vocabulary terms:
RECTITUDE/
ACRIMONIOUS/
VOCIFEROUS/
ERUDITE/
INSOUCIANCE/
VISCERAL/
SANCTIMONIOUS/
TRUNCATE/
TEMPORAL/
PESTILENCE/
AMELIORATE/
OBFUSCATE/ 
PANACEA/ 
IMPERTURBABLE/
SARDONIC/
EVANESCENT/
MUNIFICENT/
JAUNTY/
FACETIOUS/
FASTIDIOUS/
SANGUINE/
EQUIVOCAL/
MENDACIOUS/
ANOMOLOUS/
DOGMA/
BENIGN/
BELLIGERENT/
ZEAL/
HISTRIONIC/
IDIOSYNCRASY/
EBULLIENT
All Literary Terms:
-Antagonist
-Protagonist
-Setting
-Plot
-Theme
-Metaphor
-Simile
-Mood
-Tone
-Voice
-Genre
-1st Person Perspective
-2nd Person Perspective
-3rd Person Perspective
-3rd Person Omniscient Perspective
-Characterization 
-Static Character
-Dynamic Character
-Literal (denotative ) Meaning
-Figurative (connotative) Meaning
-Situational Irony
-Verbal Irony
-Dramatic Irony
-Imagery
-Foreshadowing
-Vignette
-Allusion
-Diction
-Onomatopoeia
-Alliteration
-Symbolism
-Epithet
-Parable
-Novel
-Aside 
-Anecdote
-Assonance
-Haiku
--Analogy
-Conflict (five types)
-Internal Rhyme
-Syntax
-Free Verse
All material on Dark Romanticism, Romanticism and Transcendentalism/Individualism

Possible Sample Questions
[bookmark: _GoBack]Use the excerpt from Henry Wadsworth Longfellow’s “Song of Hiawatha” to answer Questions 1-5
Should you ask me, whence these stories?
Whence these legends and traditions, 
With the odours of the forest, 
With the dew and damp of meadows, 
With the curling smoke of wigwams, 
With the rushing of great rivers, 
With their frequent repetitions, 
And their wild reverberations, 
As the thunder of the mountains? 




I should answer I should tell you:
‘From the forests and the prairies,
From the great lakes and the Northland,
From the land of the Ojibways,
From the land of the Dacotahs, 
From the mountains, moors, and fenlands, 
Where the heron, the Shuh-shuh-gah, 
Feeds among the reeds and rushes.
I repeat them as I heard them 
From the lips of Nawadaha, 
The musician, the sweet singer.


 
1)	According to the stanzas, where does the story come from?  
A) from nature itself		B) from a friend
C) from Hiawatha 		D) from the shuh-shuh-gah

2)	How does this poem represent the concepts of Romanticism? 
A) it makes up a legend 			B) it uses supernatural elements 
C) it displays inspiration from Nature 	D) it talks about love

3)	How can you tell that this poem has a set meter? 
A) the title suggests it			B) it uses repetition 
C) it has a rhyme scheme 		D) the lines are a close to similar lengths

4)	What Native American form of story telling does this emulate? 
A) creation myths 			B) trickster tales 
C) oral tradition 			D) free verse 

5)	The last two lines represent what concept of individualism? 
A) singers are good story tellers 		B)  we are all connected in many ways
C) we are part of nature 			D) people have funny names 


Use the excerpt from Edgar Allan Poe’s “Fall of the House of Usher” to answer Questions 6-10
	“The room in which I found myself was very large and lofty. The windows were long, narrow, and pointed, and at so vast a distance from the black oaken floor as to be altogether inaccessible from within. Feeble gleams of encrimsoned light made their way through the trellised panes, and served to render sufficiently distinct the more prominent objects around; the eye, however, struggled in vain to reach the remoter angles of the chamber, or the recesses of the vaulted and fretted ceiling. Dark draperies hung upon the walls. The general furniture was profuse, comfortless, antique and tattered. Many books and musical instruments lay scattered about, but failed to give any vitality to the scene. I felt that I breathed and atmosphere of sorrow. An air of stern, deep, and irredeemable gloom hung over and pervaded all.” 
6)	What best describes the tone of this passage? 
A) aware 	B) melancholy 		C) suspenseful		D) horrific

7)	This passage and story are representative of what literary period? 
A) transcendentalism		B) individualism 
C) romanticism			D) dark romanticism 

8)	What element of literature does Poe primarily focus on in this passage? 
A) plot 		B) conflict 	C) setting 	D) character 

9)	The imagery presented in this section most likely symbolizes what? 
A)	the optimistic nature of the narrator
B)	the mentally depressed state of Roderick Usher 
C)	the death of Madelyn Usher 
D)	the death of the narrator 

10)	Given the details in the passage, what is the best way to describe the room? 
A)	A dark, messy room with red light coming in.
B)	A cheery art room for music and painting 
C)	A pitch black basement with no windows. 
D)	A sparsely decorated room with nice old furniture.  

Use the excerpt from Henry David Thoreau’s “Walden” to answer questions 13- 16
	“I went to the woods because I wished to live deliberately, to front only the essential facts of life, and see if I could not learn what it had to teach, and not, when I came to die, discover that I had not lived. I did not wish to live what was not life, living is so dear; nor did I wish to practice resignation, unless it was quite necessary. I wanted to live deep and suck out all the marrow of life, to live so sturdily and Spartanlike as to put to a rout all that was not life, to cut a broad swath and shave close, to drive life into a corner, and reduce it to its lowest terms . . . For most men, it appears to me, are in a strange uncertainty about it, whether it is of the devil or of God, and have somewhat hastily concluded that it is the chief end of man here to “glorify God and enjoy him forever.” 

11)	How do you think Thoreau felt about life in a city? 
A) he enjoyed it 	B) he felt it was distracting 
C) he hated it 		D) he felt it was essential 

12)	How could you summarize the argument Thoreau makes at the end of the selection? 
A)	people should study religion and praise god 
B)	people should listen to what others have to say
C)	people should figure out right and wrong for themselves
D)	people should obey the laws 

13)	Why does Thoreau put the last phrase in quotes? 
A)	it is what others would argue 		B) it is what he strongly believes
C) it is what he wants to believe 		D) it is his main idea
14) When Thoreau suggests that he wants to “drive life into a corner and reduce it to its lowest terms,” what is he suggesting through this metaphor? 
	A) life is a joke that we don’t need to take seriously 
	B) life is a downward spiral that will end in heartache
C) life is a mysterious creature that we must hunt and search through
D) life is a challenge that demands discipline and obedience 	 

15)	Based on what Thoreau says about his goals and ambitions, where do you think he would be most content? 
A) a crowded city street 		B) a deserted island 
C) a town park 			D) a quiet room 

Use Walt Whitman’s “A Noiseless Patient Spider ” to answer questions 17-20 
	A noiseless patient spider,
	I mark’d where on a little promontory it stood isolated,
	Mark’d how to explore the vacant vast surrounding, 
	It launch’d forth filament, filament, filament, out of itself, 
5	Ever unreeling them, ever tirelessly speeding them. 

	And you O my soul where you stand, 
	Surrounded, detached, in measureless oceans of space, 
	Ceaselessly musing, venturing, throwing, seeking the spheres to connect them,
	Till the bridge you will need be form’d, till the ductile anchor hold, 
10	Till the gossamer thread you fling catch somewhere, O my soul. 

16)	This poem is written in what poetic form typical of Walt Whitman? 
A) sonnet	B) traditional 		C) free verse 		D) haiku

17)	What makes this poem a good example of transcendental literature? 
A) it has no rhyme scheme 		B) it speaks of the soul 
C) it talks about spiders 		D) it connects nature with human existence 

18)	According to the running metaphor created by Whitman, what does he compare to the spider’s threads? 
A) space 	B) thoughts 	C) bridges 	D) anchors 

19)	What sound device is being used in line 4? 
A) repetition	B) metaphor 	C) rhyme 	D) onomatopoeia 

20 ) What is the best word to describe the tone of the poem? 
	A) melancholy		B) terrified	C) inspired 	D) curious

 
	


Use the excerpt from Washington Irving’s “The Devil and Tom Walker” to answer the following essay. 

“By degrees, however, Tom brought (the Devil) to business, and they began to haggle about the terms on which the former was to have the pirate’s treasure. There was one condition which need not be mentioned, being generally understood in all cases where the Devil grants favors; but there were others about which, though of less importance, he was inflexibly obstinate. He insisted that the money found through is means should be employed in his service. He proposed, therefore, that Tom should employ it in the black traffic; that is to say, that he should fit out a slave ship. This however, Tom resolutely refused: he was bad enough in all conscience, but the Devil himself could not tempt him to turn slave trader.”

How does this excerpt display both the traits of Dark Romanticism and Individualism? What does it reveal about Washington Irving’s political views during the time when he wrote it? Why do you think an individualist would feel this way?





